
It’s about national defense

At Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Natural Resources, our 
work on U.S. military installations is about the importance of 
military readiness. 

It’s about the 32 million acres of military training ranges, 
most surrounded by rural communities. It’s about 
conserving working lands to provide buffer for military 
missions. It’s about supporting national defense and 
sustaining rural landscapes. 

Preparing this country’s military personnel for the challenges 
of war requires air, land and sea space—places for training 
that are similar to those where they will fight. Realistic training 
saves lives. Large, suitable spaces are vital to the ability of 
the U.S. Department of Defense to conduct live-fire training 
and weapons systems testing. Yet many of these military 
installations, once remote, now face increasing encroachment 
from competing uses of land, water and air that threaten the 
military’s testing and training mission—the cornerstones of 
military readiness.

The Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Natural Resources’ 
Military Sustainability Program supports the testing and 
training activities on Defense Department lands through land 
management and regional planning, research and policy 
innovations, and education and outreach efforts. These efforts 
support the twin imperatives of military readiness and land 
conservation stewardship.

Military training ranges: 32,259,324 acres
Military airspace: 792,674,953 acres

Training sea space: 565,861,008 acres

MILITARY TRAINING

We apply our Land Grant expertise 
to sustain the environment and build 
economic and social vitality in local 
rural communities. Our approach 
focuses on the convergence of 
conservation, working lands and 
national defense interests.  
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The Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Natural Resources’ Military Sustainability Program is 
committed to solving issues about the military’s ability to test and train through research, 
management, policy and outreach.  Some of our highlighted projects are listed below.
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Research  
Chagas disease and military working dogs  
Working with Joint Base San Antonio (Lackland Air Force 
Base), we are studying the transmission of Chagas disease to 
military working dogs from free-ranging wildlife populations. 
Current research is being used to identify preventative 
strategies and develop proactive habitat management 
practices to reduce the risk of disease to both humans and 
canines.

Management 
Endangered species management on private lands in North 
Carolina 
We are improving our knowledge in the distribution and 
abundance of red-cockaded woodpeckers on private 
lands.  With this information, we are currently developing 
market-based strategies that serve to enhance the long-term 
recovery of the species while ensuring future training flexibility 
for the military. 
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979.845.1851 

1500 Research Parkway, Suite 110 
2260 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-2260

CONTACT

The Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Natural Resources conducts 
interdisciplinary research, technology transfer and policy and economic 
analysis, and engages land managers and policymakers to improve the 
stewardship of natural resources in Texas and beyond.  

Policy and outreach 
America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative 
We participate in America’s Longleaf 
Restoration Initiative that supports 
rangewide efforts to restore and 
conserve longleaf pine ecosystems and 
promotes conservation of public and 
private lands near military installations.  
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