
Evaluation of vegetation response to rangeland 
restoration practices on Camp Bullis, Texas

In close cooperation with Camp Bullis staff, Texas AgriLife 
Research and Texas AgriLife Extension Service personnel 
are managing vegetation by thinning brush and monitoring 
the response of vegetation to different brush management 
methods across designated training areas. This work is 
supporting the mission requirements of the U.S. Armed 
Services at Camp Bullis. Since 2010, more than 1,500 acres of 
training land has been created for the benefit of training our 
armed forces.

Objectives
• Manage designated areas of Ashe juniper woodland to 

support training needs and to manipulate vegetation to 
study the effects different brush management techniques 
have on herbaceous and woody plant recovery; improve 
vegetative cover to manage erosion resulting from brush 
impacts

Project personnel are 1) providing planning and 
coordination for developing training lands; 2) assisting in 
project design and planning while facilitating Camp Bullis 
training needs; 3) implementing land management activities 
to include juniper removal and other on-site activities 
required to meet training land specifications; and 4) hosting 
field days to demonstrate viable approaches to Ashe juniper 
woodland restoration. 

• Determine the most biologically and cost effective method 
to remove Ashe juniper and juniper slash from mature 
woodlands; promote a native plant community that 
facilitates military training and ecosystem management

Project personnel are designing and implementing a 
monitoring program to 1) assess Ashe juniper removal 
techniques in mature oak/juniper woodlands. Removal 
techniques include hand or mechanical or a combination; 2) 
conduct and assess methods for cleared juniper mulching. 
Mulching is being conducted mechanically in place or in 
designated areas to create windrows and/or terraces; 3) 
evaluate the effectiveness of using fire instead of mulching 
operations for juniper slash removal; and  4) develop, 
conduct and assess reseeding levels and techniques for re-
vegetation of juniper-cleared sites.  

Outcomes
These objectives are interrelated in facilitating the overall 

mission of achieving optimal use of training lands while 
documenting vegetation response to different thinning 
methods. The results of the vegetation response studies can be 
used to develop standards for future thinning work.
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